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A&E
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Fine Art 
Flavors a 
Cardboard 
Canvas
By Donna Furey | LB Indy

At Slice Pizza and Beer in Laguna 
Beach, each pizza is served up in a work 
of art.

The eatery is promoting the work of 
local artists by displaying their designs 
on their pizza boxes. This week, Slice co-
owner Suzanne Redfearn announced the 
release of their second artist-designed 
box.

“In keeping with the concept of pro-
moting community, we decided when 
we opened to have local artists design 
our boxes,” Redfearn said.

When Redfearn spotted a copy of 
a woodcut print by local painter and 
screen printer Cynthia Fletcher on social 
media, she knew the depiction of two 
clasped hands representing kindness and 
unity was ideal for Slice’s inaugural pizza 
box. “It was the perfect image to convey 
our concept of gathering and commu-
nity,” Redfearn said. 

Fletcher, a local resident of 36 years, 
said her wood cut was about “calm-
ing the public dialog by being quietly 

Artists Sharon Hardy and Cindy Fletcher with their pizza box designs for Slice Pizza and Beer. 

friendly and supportive on a personal 
level.” The piece is part of a series of 
prints she made of hands helping and 
hands holding. 

“I felt that our angry national divi-
sions could be eased by simple one-on-
one kindness and fundamental acts of 
grace and respect,” Fletcher said. She 
chose a quote from Mother Teresa for 
the inside lid of her box. “If we have no 
peace, it is because we have forgotten 
that we belong to each other.”

Ceramicist Sharon Hardy designed 
Slice’s new box, inspired by the hawks 
that can be seen every morning soaring 
over the hills near Cerritos Drive. 

Opening the lid of the box reveals a 
quote from Langston Hughes: “Hold 
fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is 
a broken-winged bird.” Hardy, who has 
lived in Laguna for close to three de-
cades, said, “I love the quote because it’s 
just so true. You have to keep dreaming.” 

Before opening Slice at the corner of 
Forest Avenue and 3rd Street, Redfearn 
said she and her husband did “a lot 

of research” into pizza and pizzerias. 
Their concept of promoting commu-
nity was inspired by time they spent in 
Italy where, everywhere they went, they 
encountered groups of people gathered, 
talking and interacting. In addition to 
pizza, salads and sides, the restaurant 
has a wall of tap beers which custom-
ers can serve themselves.“I felt that our 
angry national divisions could be eased 
by simple one-on-one kindness and 
fundamental acts of grace and respect,” 
Fletcher said. She chose a quote from 
Mother Teresa for the inside lid of her 
box. “If we have no peace, it is because 
we have forgotten that we belong to each 
other.”

Redfearn had seen Hardy’s work with 
bird sculptures and feathered ceramic 
wall pieces before she invited the artist 
to submit designs for their pizza boxes. 
Hardy offered a half dozen designs; 
Redfearn chose the one that “spoke the 
most to Laguna.”

“I’ve been working seriously as a 
ceramic artist for the last 10 years, but 

I thought this w chose a quote from 
Mother Teresa for ould be a really fun 
project, and it was,” Hardy said.

Redfearn orders 30,000 boxes at a 
time and said that when the supply of 
boxes by Hardy runs low, she will seek 
anothe Redfearn r local artist to design 
the next box.

“I felt that our angry national divi-
sions could be eased by simple one-on-
one kindness and fundamental acts of 
grace and respect,” Fletcher said. She 
chose a quote from Mother Teresa for 
the inside lid of her box. “If we have no 
peace, it is because we have forgotten 
that we belong to each other.”
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over the hills near Cerritos Drive. 
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quote from Langston Hughes: “Hold 
fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is 
a broken-winged bird.” Hardy, who has 
lived in Laguna for close to three de-
cades, said, “I love the quote because it’s 
just so true. You have to keep dreaming.” 

Before opening Slice at the corner of 
Forest Avenue and 3rd Street, Redfearn 
said she and her husband did “a lot 
of research” into pizza and pizzerias. 
Their concept of promoting commu-
nity was inspired by time they spent in 
Italy where, everywhere they went, they 
encountered groups of people gathered, 
talking and interacting. In addition to 
pizza, salads and sides, the restaurant has 
a wall of tap beers which customers can 
serve themselves.

“I felt that our angry national divi-
sions could be eased by simple one-on-
one kindness and fundamental acts of 
grace and respect,” Fletcher said. She 
chose a quote from Mother Teresa for 
the inside lid of her box. “If we have no 
peace, it is because we have forgotten 
that we belong to each other.”

MODERN-DAY STYLE 
Jason says the Laguna store was a way 

of “testing retail”—and, apparently, the 
experiment worked. In only two years, Gorjana 
has seen incredible growth, adding six more 
brick-and-mortar shops since the Beach 
Street location opened its doors: Along with 
two in New York City, in the fashion-forward 
West Village and trendy Nolita, the brand has 
launched four new California stores, in Venice, 
San Diego, Irvine and nearby Newport Beach. 
Another in Century City is planned for later 
this year. “The Laguna store has done fantastic, 
and so much of that store’s success

is really less driven on tourism and more 
driven [by] … all the people in the community,” 
Jason says.

Gorjana: Pure Gold

S P O N S O R E D  C O N T E N T

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
 Despite all of the success they have found 

since their early days traveling door-to-door, 
Gorjana says that she is still very hands-on in 
the creation process, noting that she works on 
one piece or another nearly every day. “I have a 
design team that works with me, but I approve 
every single product,” she says. 

     “There are times where things come in and 
they’re not right, and I will hand-make or fi x 
it, wire up the jewelry or add gemstones to it—
whatever little tweaks that we need to make it.

perfect.” Gorjana’s versatile collections are 
designed to represent the California lifestyle 
in a variety of ways, from casual to elegant. 
Quality is never compromised, with each 
lustrous piece being plated in rich, 18-karat 
gold, rose gold or silver. 

    Layering is also at the forefront of her 
mind when designing, incorporating necklaces 
from chokers to long lariats. Another popular 
component is the use of what she calls “power 
gemstones”—semiprecious stones that refl ect 
various energies, including pyrite for strength, 
lapis for wisdom and amethyst for tranquility. 

While these can be customized by color or 
energy, take it a step further with the brand’s 
Bespoke collection of bracelets and necklaces, 
which include complimentary engraving for an 
extra personal touch and can be purchased both 
online or in-store.

     It’s not easy to make a piece of
jewelry look both timeless and modern, but 

that is exactly what Gorjana has done. She fi 
nds inspiration in everything from architecture 
to her own fashion.

PRICELESS PIECES
Celebrate the second anniversary of the 
original Gorjana store in Laguna Beach by 
picking up a few of the brand’s latest items.

Includes dedicated landing page 
on the Indy website

ONLY $375
Reserve your week now.*

 * Businesses can own no more than 4 
weeks in a 52-week period
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